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Second Language Acquisition and Its Effects on Child and Brain Development
[bookmark: _GoBack]The second language can be defined as a language learned by an individual after the native language.  The native language is the first language a person learns after being born. Knowing more than one language has several advantages to an individual, for example, it develops an individual’s mind, and it also increases a person’s understanding of life by enabling him or her to learn different cultures. This essay will describe second language acquisition and its effects on child development as well as brain development.
The teaching of the second language to younger children has been debated for long in the world. The concern of parents was that teaching a second language to young children confuses them and also affected their literacy levels (Bialystok, 2013). However, a classroom research which consisted of both monolingual and multilingual students proved these assumptions wrong. The multilingual students were also grouped into two. One group was in the process of learning the second language while the other group had an average competency and professionalism in the second language.
Results from this research showed that the students learning to read and write in a second language that had a similar system of writing to their native language, that is their first language had a greater understanding as compared to the students who were learning a second language with a different system of writing from their native language (Bialystok, 2013). The children who had already learned a second language were found to have a deficiency in vocabularies from both languages (Bialystok, 2013). It was also found that children between the age of 8 and 14 years had an added advantage when it came to situations that needed controlled judgment (Bialystok, 2013).
	A research done by the Neurological department at McGill University and Oxford University proved that learning a second language has a positive effect on the brain (Kar, 2013). According to the study learning a second language at a young age had no effect on brain development. However, learning of the second language after professionally knowing how to speak, read and write in the first language, that is the native language had a significant effect on the brain (Kar, 2013).
The research found that the cognitive part of the brain that is the cortex, responsible for memory, language and thoughts expanded for children who learned the second language at an older age. The left inferior cortex thickened while the right inferior cortex became thinner. This was due to the growth of new neurons in that part of the brain (Kar, 2013). The difficulty in learning the second language was also found to be caused by the changing structure of the brain (Kar, 2013).
	In another study published in the annals of neurology, it was found out that learning more than one language slowed brain aging (BBC, 2014). In the study which covered 262 people spread through different age groups found out that those people who had learned a second language had improved reading skills, verbal fluency and also increased intelligence (BBC, 2014). From the study, it was also found that older people who had learned a second language later in their life reduced their chances of developing dementia (BBC, 2014).
	In conclusion learning, a second language has several advantages. The first major advantage is that it increases the cognitive abilities of an individual. Second, learning a second language slows brain aging thus reducing the chances of developing dementia. In children, if the second language is learned at a much younger age it increases their analytical skills. The only disadvantage of learning a second language at a much younger age is limited vocabularies in both languages. 
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